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D Ick Whittinoton, the hero 
of this Hiftory, was but a lit- ( 
tie boy when his father and mother 
died; lb young indeed, that he nei- | 
ther knew them, nor the place where • 
he was born. After ^rolling about § 
the country as ragged as a colt for 
fome time, he met with a waggoner 
going to London, who gave him 
leave to walk all the way by the fide 
o! his waggon, without paying any 
-A 3 thing 




thing for his paflage, which very 
much pleafed little Whittington, is 
he wanted fadly to fee London, for 
he had often heard the fireets were 
paved with gold, and his intention 
was to get a hatful of it: But how 
great was his difappointment, poor 
boy, when he law the flreets covered 
with dirt infiead of gold, and found 
himfelf in a ftrange place, without 
food, without friends, and without 
money ! For though the waggoner 

' was 
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Was kind enough ro let him walk all 
the way to town by the fide of his 
"ageon for nothing, he took care 
hot ro know him when he got there, 
fo the poor lad was in a 1. trie time 
fo exceedingly diftreffed* that hr, life 
became a burthen to him, and 'he 
frequently wifhed to be again in the 
country by a warm fire fide. 

In this ffate of diftrefs, Dick afked 
charity of feveral people; one of 
them faid, Go to -work, you idle rogue . 
That l will, fays he, with all my 
heart ; I’ll work for you if you’ll let 
The man thinking the ex- 



me 



predion impertinent (though in fa& 
the boy intended only to ihew his 
readinefs to work) gave him fo vio- 
lent a blow on his head with his 
walking flick, that the blood ran 
plentifully down his face. 

In this pitiable fituation, and half 
dead for want of food* he laid him- 
lelf down at the door of one Mr, 

Fuzwarren, a merchant. Cicely, the 

A 4 cook- 
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man fitting on a heap of ft 0n 

Upon this Sir William, after 2 

ring about his country, afked L 
he did not get up and woik? \2 
liot able, anfwered the man. Nc^ 

aWc. fays Sir William, I am fureS 

look very well; give him a ft, 
itnpes. Upon this the planter ftruck 
mn leveral times, bur the poor man 
lbll kept his fear. They then left 
him, and went over the plantation 
together, exclaiming againtf his ob. 
lfinacy all the way they went. But 
how furprifed were they on their re- 
turn, to find the poor man fallen of 
the place where he had been fitting, 
and dead. — The cruelty, fays bit 
William, of my ordering the poor 
creature to be beaten, while in the 
agonies of death, lies always next 
my heart. It is what I /hall never 
forger, and it will ever prevent my 
judging rafhly of people who appear 
in diftrefs. 

But we muff now return to Whit- 
tington 




i " I 

Hneton: He would have lived hap- 
py enough in this worthy family. 
Kj he not been fo bumped about 

Shi miU.be «*= *» . »«* 

always be roafting and baft.ng a.W 

when the fpit was mil, (he employed 

herfelf in bailing about poor Whit- 
tington, till Mifs Alice, his mailer s 



daughter was informed of it, wh<: 
tdok compaffion on the poor boy, and 
ttaddher treat him more kindly. 

the croffnefs of the Cook! 

A # whit 
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Whittington had another difficulty 
to get over before he could be ha l 
py. He had, by order of Mrs. Fi£ 
warren, a flock bed placed for him 
in the garret, where there werefuch 
a number of rats and mice, that they 
often ran over his face, and difturb. 
ed him when afleep. However, 
after a little time, a gentleman came 
oir a vifit to his; matter’s, who, for 
. cleaning his fhoes, and running of 
jfeveral errands, gave Whittington a 
penny ; this penny he carefully put 
by, intending to lay it out in rhe 
fir ft cat that was to be fold : a few 
days after, he faw one in a woman’! 
arms, but the alked a great deal of 
money for the cat, and began to 
' enumerate all her good qualities; 
however Whittington’s lamentable 
fbory, and his declaring he had but 
One penny in the world, excited the 
poor woman’s pity, and (he let him 
have the car. 

Away runs Whittington joyfully 

into 
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the pairet at once, 



fnr had 



’tis more than probable (lie would 
have been angry : And here Gri- 



i 
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malkin foon deftroyed or frmkt , 

away a» the rats and" mi ce, % 



fleep 



the poor boy could now 
found as a top. 

Soon after this, the merchant 

who had a (hip ready to fail, ca „ e j 
all flis fervants together, as was hi, 
ciiltom, and propofed that each 
ihould lend fomething as a venture 
to try their fortune with; and what- 
ever they fent, was to pay neither 
freight nor cuftom : every fervant 
appeared, except Whittington, for 
as he had neither money nor goods, 
he could think of nothing to try his 
fortune with : but his friend, Mifs 
Alice, thinking it was poverty that 
kept him back, ordered him to be 
called, and generoufly offered to lay 
down fomething for him herfelf, but 
Mr. Fitzwarren faid that would not 
do, it muff be fomething of his own. 
I have nothing in the world, faid 
Whittington, but a cat, which I 
bought tor a penny : Fetch the cat, 

my 




tain, for now, faid he, I fhall be de- 
voured by the rats and mice as much 
as ever. The company laughed at 
the oddity of the adventure, and 
Mifs Alice gave him money to buy 
another cat with. 
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Wfiiie pufs was heating; thp K't 

crZr f 3 ’ P ° ,>r ^Kington W 

cnie.ly beaten at home bv 7| )e * r 

coolc. who made Iportwhh hSi 

lending his cat to Tea. At laft rh 
poor boy, not being able to bell 

run a gC any J 0n S er > d «ermined„ 
run away. He packed up his few 
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ine travelled as far as Holloway, he 
fifhimfelf down to reft on a ftope, 
which to this very day goes by the 
name of Whittington’s Hone, when 



his 

im 



bings, and fet out very early in the 
'Homing, on Allhallow’s-day: hav- 
ing 



Bow Bells began ringing, and 
imagination fancied they invited h... 
to return, by eatprelfing the two fol 
lowing lines : — 

Turn again Whittington, 

Lord Mayor of London. 



Lord Mayor of London, faid Whit- 
r tington to himfelf ; what would one 
not endure to arrive at the honour 
of riding in fuch a grand coach with 
eight horfes : well, i’ll e’en go back, 
and bear all the pummelling of Ci- 
cely, rather than lofe the pleafure 
of being Lord Mayor. So home he 
runs, and got into the houfe, before 
Mrs. Cicely made her appearance, 
and jt was lucky he did, elfe he had 
received a good trimming for being 
^bfent j but he, like a good boy, re- 

folved 
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folved, for the future, to bear a ij 
hardftnps, rather than be inconftani 
and wavering in his fetrlement, fa 
he had often heard people fay, thai 
a rolling Hone never gathers mof$ : 
and indeed it was fufficiently verili! 
ed in the life of Whktingion, fa 
had he continued running from hij 
place, inftead c4 running to it again, 
*tis more than probable the grea: 
fuccefs which attended his ad venturt 
would never have benefited him. 

The fhip which carried outtly 
cat, was many times very near beinj 
loft, and after contending wits 
boifterous Teas, double the time 
they had provifion for, they had thi 
comfort to difcover land, and it wa; 
happy they did, for the lhortnefsoi 
their provifions had obliged the cap- 
tain to fix the very next day for the 
fhip’s crew to caft lots, which fiv* 
ftiould die, for their bodies to top- 
ply the remainder with food; but 

pro- 
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providence was kind enough to pre- 
sent this horrid aft, though an aft of 
neceflity, and which I fear too fre- 
quently happens to the brave crews 
of many a mip, which we never hear 
more of. But I obferved they were 
fortunate enough to reach land, and 
tho* it was on the coaft of Barbary, 
entirely inhabited by Moors, great 
was their joy in having efcaped the 
dangers that furrounded them at fea. 
The firft thing the captain did on 
fhore, was to collect the Blip’s com- 
pany together, and on their knees 
return Almighty 'God thanks for 
their wonderful prefervation. The 
inhabitants received them very kind- 
ly, and the captain fhewed them 
different famples of his cargo, which 
pleafedthem mightily; and the King 
and Queen invited the captain and 
fattor to dine with them at the pa- 
lace, which was about a mile from 
the fea. Here they were feated on 
elegant chairs, the floor covered 

with 



[ 20 ] [ 21 ] 
with carpets, flowered with gold,., The Kin? was fo agitated with plea- 
frlver, and the King and Queen fc, /ure at this news, that his turban 
mg feated at the upper end of 4 dropped from off his head. Let the 
table dinner was brought in, whin creature be brought, faid he, m.me- 
confilted of the greateft dainties, j, diatelv, and if fhe performs what 
a number of covered dilhes; but* you promife, that of driving the 
moment the covers were taken of, vermin from my court, which 1 
an amazing number of rats andmia think impoflibie, I will, in exchange 
jumped on the table, and devour^ for her, load your lliip with gold, 
the whole dinner. The fattor, j and the richeil jewels of my country, 
great furprize, turned to one ofti The faftor rook this opportunity to 
nobles in waiting, and a Iked if the extol Mrs. Pufs, by telling his iria- 
vermin were not offenfive r Oh yj jefty it would be inconvenient for 
faid he, very offenfive, and the Kit him to part w ith her, as the rats and 
would give half his treafuce to i mice might then deftroy the goods 
lid of them; for they not only e ,n bis /hip, hut that to oblige his 
his food, but they affault him in hi niajefly he would fetch her. Run, 
chamber ; nay, even in bed, fo thi , run > kid the Queen, lam impatient 
he is obliged to be watched vv hit *° ^ ee the dear creature, 
he is keeping, for fear of them. ^he faftor immediately went for 
The fadtor jumped for joy, afK j another dinnerwaspro- 

mediately recoliediug Whirtii'igtoti! Vk ^ e d fnr the company, which the 

cat, and told their Aflajefties thtrif^and mice were again devouring, 
was a fmall creature on board h|j u * as f ! le * a ^ or returned with her,* 
blip would dilpatch them prefen/fe hghtning fhe fprung out of his 

arms 
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° n ^ t i' e fl °° r ’ and P r *t' iheprefcntlyfungherreJf tofleep.^ 

killed and drove away every ^ u Now the King, according to his 

moufe from the room. promife, bought all the merchan- 

dize the captain had in his fllip, and 
then paid him for the cat, which 
amounted to ten times as much mo- 
ney as the whole cargo befides. At 
parting, the captain affured their 
majefties that the cat was with 
young, fo it was likely (he would 
hock the whole country. 

It was on that very day twelve 
months, and about the fame hour 
in the morning, on which Dick 
Whittington fancied Bow-bells ad- 
vifed him to return, that Mr. Fitz- 
The King wds aftonifhed to fee warre "’ . who . was . a ver y early rifer, 
fmall a creature drive away, i r wa * , ,n countirig-houfe, 
moment* all his old enemies, and' ? n , hea !~ a ta P at door $ who 

is there? faid the merchant, a little 




Queen begged to have her broug - . “ 1U r “ e merc 

near her. At firft fhe was afraid 1 /PJV J. ^? ur was t0 ° ^ar- 

pufs, but when the captain firoat ^ r . b ^ efs > ? fr * cnd > replied the 
y - • - other - ww fr — 1 comes at this 



her, and the good-natured ariiu .unfeafoMK^ J nCn i 
kept purring and finging, the ? Uf * A teal friend,, 

took the cat in her lap! and th ,aid the other ' ^ould come, I think. 



t 



never 



i 




m 



ih- 

■ iv’i 



f *♦ ] 

never unfeafouably. I have broti.l, 
you good news of your (hip 

'I he merchant, on hearir, s 





that, buttled fo haftily, that his goi: 
was entirely forgot, and immediate' 
ly admitted the captain and faflor 
They prefented him with the bill tf 
lading, and the cafket of rich je^ 
els, which his cargo had fetched 
Mr. Fitzwarren then lifted up hi 
eye* to heaven, and thanked Got 
for fo profperous a voyage. TM 
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they (hewed him the cafkets cf dia- 
monds and rubies, which they re- 

ceived in exchange for Dick Whit- 
tington's cat, which furprifed him 
beyond defcription ; and with the 
utmoft eagernefs he cried out, 

Go call poor Dick, and tell him of 
his fame ; 

Now Mr. Whittington (ball be his 
name. 



Though it might be difficult to 
prove Mr. Fitzwarren a good poet, 
we think it in our power to convince 
the reader he was a good man ; for 
when he was told the treafure was 
too much for fuch a lad as Die k, he 
angrily replied, “ God forbid that 1 
“ fhould deprive him of a Tingle 
“ W of i t . it i s all bis own, and 
he mail have it to a farthing •" 
aud ordered Mr. Whittington tu be 
called into the parlour. Dick, who 
was cleaning the kitchen, endeavour- 

ed 
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ed to excufe himfelf, faying thefl™, 
was juft rubbed, and his ftioes Z 
dirty and full of hobnails. Th ( 
merchant however made him co®. 




in, and ordered a chair to be fettc 
him. Dick, thinking they intend 
cd to make (port with him, beggc: 
his matter not to mock a poor k 
pie lad who intended them no ham 
and hoped they would let him go; 
bout his bufinefs. The mercha: 
then took him by the hand) air 
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/aid, Mr. Whittington, I am in ear- 
peft ; 1 Tent to congratulate you on 
the furprifmg fuccefs of your cat $ 
/he hath produced you more riches 
than I am worth, and may you live 
long to enjoy them. Dick fancied 
bimfelf in a dream, but when they 
opened the cafkets, and (hewed him 
the treafure, which they afiured him 
was entirely his own property, he 
fell on his knees, and returned 
thanks to God for his great care of 
fo infignificanr a creature as he was* 
and then laid the whole treafure at 
his matter’s feet, begging him to ac- 
cept it ; this Mr. Fitzwarren refufed, 
faying, he heartily rejoiced at his 
profperity, and hoped it would be a 
comfort to him, and make him hap- 
py. Mr. Whittington then applied 
to hismiftrefs, and his good friend 
Mifs Alice, who likewife refufed 
»aking ,he fmalleft part of it> Mr _ 

Whittington then rewarded the 
captain, faftor, and aft the Ihip’s 

srew, 
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crew, for the care they had t,W Mr. Fitzwarren difcovered rheir mn- 
his cargo, and dirtributed prefc. tual regard, he piopofed a match, 
to all the fervants, even his older, t0 wbicb both J°}'^Uy con.ented , a 

my the cook; “for good 2 day was fixed for the ceremony and 

“ foon forgive trifling injuries" * number of friends were invited to 
After this Mr. Fitzwarren advit the wedd:n £' 

Mr. Whittington to fend for then 
ceflary tradefmen, to drefs him fur 
able to his fortune; and alfo mg 
him an offer of his houfe to livti 
till he could provide himfelf witk 
better. Now as wealth greatly csf 
tributes to a man’s confidence, 

Mr. Whittington in a little time! 
that fheepilh behaviour, which 
occafioned by a deprefiion of the j 
tits, and foon grew a fprightlys 
agreeable companion. w , , . , , 

Mils Alice, who always *iwO The day was foent with the great- 
him with an eve of companion, i the br.de and bride- 

looked on him in mother n ' T' 

which probably was occafiontf d P J •• > urther tells us, that 

his readinefs to oblige her, uul «fteemed the happictt 




m a k i n c her ptefen t s of fuch H'™* i they hadfeve- 

2?“ t wL fondof. V4 al children, and both lived to a 

\ . . *. good 
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tood old age. In the year nui 
ferved the office of Sheriff, and I, 
three times Lord Mayor of Londc 
In the laft year of his Mayoral 
juft after the conqueft of France, I 
entertained King Henry theV. li 
his Queen, when his Majeftyv 
heard to fay, “ Never King lu 
fuch a fubjeft which being tc 
Mr. Whittington, he replied, (t \ 
ver had fubjeft fuch a King.” Ai 
his Majefty, before he left tbeci 
in confideration of Mr. Whittii 
ton’s great merit, conferred thd 
nour of Knighthood on him. 

Sir Richard, many years befi 
his death, conftantly fed great m 
bers of the poor. He built a chur 
and a college to it, with an year 
allowance for poor fcholars, a 
near it erefted an hofpital. Hebe 
Newgate for criminals, and r* 
liberally to St. Bartholomew’s be 

pital, and to other public charity 
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